
ANDREA & BRIAN PINKNEY VIRTUAL VISIT 
On January 8th,  students in K-5 will have a special virtual presentation by Andrea 
and Brian Pinkney. Andrea Davis Pinkney and Brian Pinkney have made an 
outstanding contribution to the field of children's literature both as individuals and as 
a team. Between them, they have published more than seventy children's books that 
have received the highest awards and accolades, including Caldecott Honors, Coretta 
Scott King Honors, NAACP Image Award nominations, and the May Hill Arbuthnot 
Honor Lecture Award, to name a few.  

 
The Bronxville PTA has provided the following books by the Pinkneys to each classroom for students to enjoy. 
 
Kindergarten Classes: 
Max Found Two Sticks 
On a day when a young boy does not feel like speaking to anyone, he responds to questions by drumming on various objects 
creating his own rhythms by imitating the sounds he hears in his neighborhood.  
 
Duke Ellington 
Edward Kennedy Ellington was an innovative songwriter, jazz musician, and orchestra leader who began his career playing piano 
at parties and cabarets. Eventually, “Duke” Ellington became famous enough to perform at such legendary venues as the Cotton 
Club and Carnegie Hall. This picture book biography pays loving tribute to his musical career. 
 
First Grade Classes: 
Max Found Two Sticks 
On a day when a young boy does not feel like speaking to anyone, he responds to questions by drumming on various objects 
creating his own rhythms by imitating the sounds he hears in his neighborhood.  
 
Duke Ellington 
Edward Kennedy Ellington was an innovative songwriter, jazz musician, and orchestra leader who began his career playing piano 
at parties and cabarets. Eventually, “Duke” Ellington became famous enough to perform at such legendary venues as the Cotton 
Club and Carnegie Hall. This picture book biography pays loving tribute to his musical career. 
 
A Poem for Peter: The Story of Ezra Jack Keats and the Creation of The Snowy Day 
Andrea Davis Pinkney’s lyrical narrative tells the inspiring story of Ezra Jack Keats. A boy who pursued a dream, and who, in 
turn, inspired generations of other dreamers through the creation of The Snowy Day. 
 
 
Second Grade Classes: 
A Poem for Peter: The Story of Ezra Jack Keats and the Creation of The Snowy Day 
Andrea Davis Pinkney’s lyrical narrative tells the inspiring story of Ezra Jack Keats. A boy who pursued a dream, and who, in turn, inspired 
generations of other dreamers through the creation of The Snowy Day. 
 
Martin & Mahalia 
Told through Andrea Davis Pinkney's poetic prose and Brian Pinkney's evocative illustration, the stories of these two powerful voices and lives 
are told side-by-side -- as they would one day walk -- following the journey from their youth to a culmination at this historical event when they 
united as one and inspiring kids to find their own voices and speak up for what is right. 
 
Duke Ellington 
Edward Kennedy Ellington was an innovative songwriter, jazz musician, and orchestra leader who began his career playing piano at parties and 
cabarets. Eventually, “Duke” Ellington became famous enough to perform at such legendary venues as the Cotton Club and Carnegie Hall. This 
picture book biography pays loving tribute to his musical career. 
 



 
 
Third Grade Classes: 
A Poem for Peter: The Story of Ezra Jack Keats and the Creation of The Snowy Day 
Andrea Davis Pinkney’s lyrical narrative tells the inspiring story of Ezra Jack Keats. A boy who pursued a dream, and who, in turn, inspired 
generations of other dreamers through the creation of The Snowy Day. 
 
Boycott Blues 
Andrea Davis Pinkney and Brian Pinkney present a poignant, blues-infused tribute to the men and women of the Montgomery bus boycott, who 
refused to give up until they got justice. 
 
Sit-in: How Four Friends Stood Up by Sitting Down 
A retelling of the Woolworth’s lunch counter sit-in, when four college kids staged a peaceful protest that became a defining moment in the 
struggle for racial equality and the growing civil rights movement. 
 
Fourth Grade Classes: 
Martin Rising 
In a rich embroidery of visions, musical cadence, and deep emotion, Andrea and Brian Pinkney convey the final months of Martin Luther King's 
life -- and of his assassination -- through metaphor, spirituality, and multilayers of meaning. 
 
The Red Pencil 
The powerful story of one girl's triumphant journey, inspired by true tales of life in Sudan. Life in Amira's peaceful Sudanese village is shattered 
when Janjaweed attackers arrive, unleashing unspeakable horrors. After losing nearly everything, Amira needs to find the strength to make the 
long journey on foot to safety at a refugee camp. She begins to lose hope, until the gift of a simple red pencil opens her mind -- and all kinds of 
possibilities. 
 
Hand in Hand: Ten Black Men Who Changed America 
Winner of the Coretta Scott King Award, HAND IN HAND presents the stories of ten men from different eras in American history, organized 
chronologically to provide a scope from slavery to the modern day. The stories are accessible, fully-drawn narratives offering the subjects' 
childhood influences, the time and place in which they lived, their accomplishments and motivations, and the legacies they left for future 
generations as links in the "freedom chain." 
 
Fifth Grade Classes: 
Loretta Little Looks Back: Three Voices Go Tell It 
From a bestselling and award-winning husband and wife team comes an innovative, beautifully illustrated novel that delivers a front-row seat to 
the groundbreaking moments in history that led to African Americans earning the right to vote. 
 
Hand in Hand: Ten Black Men Who Changed America 
Winner of the Coretta Scott King Award, HAND IN HAND presents the stories of ten men from different eras in American history, organized 
chronologically to provide a scope from slavery to the modern day. The stories are accessible, fully-drawn narratives offering the subjects' 
childhood influences, the time and place in which they lived, their accomplishments and motivations, and the legacies they left for future 
generations as links in the "freedom chain." 
 
Special Ed Classes: 
Max Found Two Sticks 
On a day when a young boy does not feel like speaking to anyone, he responds to questions by drumming on various objects creating his own 
rhythms by imitating the sounds he hears in his neighborhood.  
 
Sojourner Truth’s Steps-Stomp Stride 
Born into slavery, Belle had to endure the cruelty of several masters before she escaped to freedom. But she knew she wouldn't really be free 
unless she was helping to end injustice. She changed her name to Sojourner and began traveling across the country, demanding equal rights for 
black people and for women. This is her story. 
 


